MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT

made on [date]

BETWEEN

[author/artist]
of [address]

AND

Shane W Smith
of [address suppressed for preview] (the Commissioner)

___

1. THE WORK

The Author shall prepare for the Commissioner a comic book script ("the Work") together with any notes or drafts etc. ("Ancillary Material") to the number and description agreed to in written correspondence by the Author and Commissioner. Emails will suffice for the purpose of establishing this written agreement. The Work and the Ancillary Material shall be provided by the Author in digital format (Microsoft Word or PDF) via email, and the expense of providing them shall be met by the Author.
Upon signing this contract, the Author is hereby employed by the Commissioner to complete the Work as described. The Commissioner shall have the exclusive right to edit and distribute the work for any and all other purposes, and the Work shall be considered a work made for hire. 

The Commissioner shall have the right to direct the development of the Work and determine final acceptability of the Work. If the Work is deemed unacceptable, the Author will be given the opportunity to make appropriate changes within a reasonable timeframe as agreed by the Author and Commissioner.

2. SCHEDULE

Unless prevented by circumstances beyond his/her control, the Author shall provide the Work in stages:

(a) story synopsis by: [date #1]
(b) first draft by: [date #2]
(c) second draft by: [date #3]
(d) Any final revisions by: [date #4]

Gross disregard for these deadlines can result in breach of contract and may result in forfeiture of payment. Legal action may also be considered.

3. PAYMENT
Payment for the Work shall be [$$] (Australian dollars) in total, and shall be paid as follows:


- 1 payment of $$ within 14 days of final completed script.
The amount paid shall be: $__ per scripted page, up to a maximum of the contracted __ pages. Any pages the creative team choose to produce for the benefit of the story beyond that maximum are entirely optional, and are not covered by this agreement.

The Author is responsible for any fees incurred when receiving or redeeming the payment.

If the Author resides in Australia, this payment will be made by direct deposit to the Author's account (please enter details below).
Bank Institution:
_______________________________________

Account Name:

_______________________________________

BSB:


_______________________________________

Account Number:
_______________________________________

If the Author resides in a country other than Australia, payment shall be made in Australian dollars to the Author's Paypal account. 
4. CONSULTATION

The Commissioner and Author may consult on form and content of the Work, but the Commissioner has the final say in all editorial matters.

5. PUBLICATION

The publication of the Work in any form will not result in any royalties to be paid to the Author. 
This is a work-for-hire contract. All Work completed shall be paid for as per Clause 3 of this agreement, and will then become the property of the Commissioner.

The Author is aware that Zetabella Publishing currently holds rights to the characters and world, and the Work shall be submitted to them for publication upon its completion. Nothing in this clause should be read to entail a guarantee of publication, however.

6. COPYRIGHT

Full copyright of the Work (for all formats) shall be owned by Shane W Smith. 

The Author retains permission to use the Work for non-competitive self-promotional purposes. Where the Work features characters created or designed by the Commissioner or others, appropriate credit must be given by the Author in all cases. 

Regardless of content, the Work produced under this contract is not permitted to appear in other commercial publications.

7. ATTRIBUTION

The Author will be credited for the Work in all publications and material featuring the Work. In some cases, this may include a link to the Author's nominated website. 
Author's nominated website: __________________________________________

8. TERMINATION

The Contract may be terminated in writing by the Commissioner at the conclusion of Stages (a) to (d) inclusive [Clause 2]. Where notice of intention to terminate the Contract was not given at the time the relevant stage was delivered, further time spent by the Author shall be compensated at the agreed page rate of $10. If all monies due have been paid to the Author at the time of termination, all rights in the project and the initial stages of the manuscript shall become the property of the Commissioner. The Contract may be terminated by the Author if monies due have not been paid, on request, within one month of the due date.

9. DECLARATION

I hereby declare that I, _____________________________ (Author) have read and understood this contract and agree to all of the terms detailed herein.

__________________________________ 
_____ / _____ / _____

SIGNATURE OF (AUTHOR) 


CURRENT DATE

__________________________________ 
_____ / _____ / _____

SIGNATURE OF (COMMISSIONER) 

CURRENT DATE

